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NOTE:  State law requires each local board of education to establish high school graduation 

requirements that “meet or exceed any minimum standards or core competencies or skills identified in 

the state’s guidelines for high school graduation requirements. . . .” C.R.S. 22-32-109(1)(kk)(II). These 

requirements apply to students enrolling in the ninth grade in the 2017-18 school year (i.e., the class 

of 2021). This sample contains the content/language that CASB believes best meets the intent of the 

law. However, the board should consult with its own legal counsel to determine appropriate language 

that meets local circumstances and needs. 

 
 

Graduation Requirements 
(Beginning with the Class of 2021) 

 
NOTE:  The following matrix reflects the college and career readiness measures for English and Math 

in the state graduation guidelines and CDE Graduation Guidelines Menu of College and Career Ready 

Demonstrations. Each local board must choose one or more of the following measure(s) as its own, 

board-identified measures. To provide students with as many options as possible, a local board 

should include all measures available in the district. A local board may also raise the minimum score 

required (i.e., “cut score”) on a particular assessment if it chooses to do so. CASB encourages local 

boards to collaborate with district administrators to determine the measures and cut scores/criteria 

that meet local needs and circumstances. 

 
 
NOTE:  A local board may include measures and cut scores/criteria in Science, Social Studies, Art or 

other academic standards if it wishes to do so. If it does, these measures should be included here with 

the appropriate heading (e.g., “Science”) and with the cut scores/criteria that students must meet to 

graduate. 
 
 

Measure Cut Score/Criteria – 
English 

Cut Score/Criteria – 
Math 

Accuplacer assessment Score of at least 62 on 
Reading Comprehension or 
70 on sentence skills 

Score of at least 61 on 
Elementary Algebra 

Next Generation 
Accuplacer  

Score of 241 on Reading or 
236 on Writing 
 

Score of 255 on 
Arithmetic (AR) or 230 on 
Quantitative Reasoning, 
Algebra and Statistics 
(QAS) 

ACT assessment Score of at least 18 on 
English 

Score of at least 19 on 
Math 

ACT WorkKeys 
assessment 

Score of at least 3 (Bronze 
level) 

Score of at least 3 
(Bronze level) 

Advanced Placement 
(AP) exam 

Score of at least 2 Score of at least 2 
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Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude 
Battery (ASVAB) 

Score of at least 31 on the 
AFQT 

Score of at least 31 on 
the AFQT 

International 
Baccalaureate (IB) exam 

Score of 4 Score of 4 

SAT assessment Score of at least 470 on 
English 

Score of at least 500 on 
Math 

Collaboratively-
developed, standards-
based performance 
assessment, as 
identified by the Board 
and approved by the 
state. 
 
[NOTE: Districts are 
waiting on further 
guidance from the 
Colorado State Board of 
Education and the 
Colorado Department of 
Education regarding 
standards-based 
assessments that meet 
this requirement and the 
cut scores/criteria for 
such assessments.] 

[Insert the approved cut 
score here.] 

[Insert the approved cut 
score here.] 

Concurrent enrollment 
course, as approved by 
the district and included 
in the student’s 
academic plan of study 
or Individualized Career 
and Academic Plan 
(ICAP) 

Grade of at least a ______ 
[insert required grade as 
defined by the board’s 
concurrent enrollment policy 
or applicable agreement] 

Grade of at least a 
______ [insert required 
grade as defined by the 
board’s concurrent 
enrollment policy or 
applicable agreement] 

Industry certificate Receipt of the industry 
certificate and approval by 
the district-designated team 
 
[NOTE: The district should 
create an accompanying 
regulation to define its 
process for qualifying 
industry certifications] 

Receipt of the industry 
certificate and approval 
by the district-designated 
team 
 
[NOTE: The district 
should create an 
accompanying regulation 
to define its process for 
qualifying industry 
certifications] 
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District capstone project Completion of the district 
capstone project and 
approval by the district-
designated team 
 
[NOTE: The district should 
create an accompanying 
regulation to define its 
process for district capstone 
projects] 

Completion of the district 
capstone project and 
approval by the district-
designated team 
 
[NOTE: The district 
should create an 
accompanying regulation 
to define its process for 
district capstone projects] 

 
 
*NOTE:  The district must add to this exhibit or create another exhibit that lists the specific measures 

the district has determined meet the board’s criteria for demonstrating college and career readiness in 

English and in Math (e.g., IB exam in English A Literature SL, IB exam in English A Literature HL, AP 

exam in English Language and Composition, AP exam in Psychology, IB exam in Economics SL, IB 

exam in Mathematics HL, AP exam in Calculus, AP exam in Statistics, AP exam in Computer Science, 

AP exam in Chemistry, etc.). 
 
(Issue date) 
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